Newslette July/Aug 2010
www.fermilabnaturalareas.org

Fermil a_b fermilabnaturalareas.blogspot.com

Contact us afermilabnaturalareas@gmail.caon 630-840-4845

Natural Fermilab Natural Areas (FNA), is a 501(c)(3) #iot-profit

tax-exempt corporation formed in 2006:
* to study and restore Fermilab's unique combination of ecological communities

‘ /Areas * to inform and enrich local residents' knowledge of Fermilab (FNAL), and

* to contribute to the preservation of global biodiversity.

A Message from FNA President Rod Walho fermilabnaturalareas@gmail.com

Greetings! As you can see from the calendar for July and August, the season is definitely up and running! There
multiple opportunities to visit Fermilab and take advantage of all the natural areas. Note the popular "Sunset in the Pi
rie" walk on July 7 and August 11, several butterfly walks, and a midnight bike ride through Fermilab. Follow the links
in the calendar or check out tR&lA Blogto get more information.

As al ways, i f you hayv e enai(gbowporeal mé ai 688402585 H ybu feehlikes i t at e
sharing a thought with us, just post a comment orBbu.

FNA Calendar of Events

July 1 Butterfly Walk with Tom Peterson, 4:30 pm
Start at théPrairie Interpretive Trajlwestbound Pine Street.

July 7 Mid-Summer Sunset on the Prairie, 8:00 pm (rain date July 8)
Walk starts at th@€rairie Interpretive Trajlwestbound Pine Street.

Juy1l5 AThird Thursdayo Feupdilidbabd Lunchti me
Meet outside Wilson Hal |l opzres s d e
provided, picnic lunch served afterwards.

July 17  Habitat restoration work dayMeet at 9 am in the
Lederman Science Center parkinglot wor k 6t i §&

July 21  Lunchtime Prairie Walk, Noon to 1:00 pm (rain date July 22)
Start at théPrairie Interpretive Trajlwestbound Pine Street.

July 31/Aug 1 Chase the Moon bicycle rigdpresented by The Conservation Foundation

Aug 11  August Sunset on the Prairie, 7:30 pm (rain date August 12)
Walk starts at th@rairie Interpretive Trajlwestbound Pine Street.

Aug 12  Butterfly Walk with Tom Peterson, 4:30 pm
Start at théPrairie Interpretive Trailwestbound Pine Street.

Augl9 A Third Thursdayo F eup il:4b @b Last ane fori201DIme  (

T. Peterson

Aug 19 FNA Board meeting, 1 North, Wilson Hall, 7 pm. All welcome.
Aug 21 Habitat restoration work day

Aug 26  Butterfly Walk with Tom Peterson, Noon
Meet at thePrairie Interpretive Trajlwestbound Pine Street.

All walks are, of course, weather & expert guides permitting. Watch your email BNthé3log

for lastminute announcements from FNA about changes in plans, or additional events.
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Fermilab

Overview of Past Events

Arbor/Earth Day at Fermilab, May 4

Eighty people enjoyed a fine spring day of conservation and conversation by planting 70 native

trees and shrubs, and eating lots of grilled hotdogs! Volunteers planted white, red, and bur oak,

shagbark hickory, and black walnut saplings. Their hard work was

rewarded with a picnic lunch served in the field by Roads & Grour

staff and volunteers.

Arbor Day activities have taken plaatthe northwest cornef the

Fermilab site since 1994. Approximately 1200 trees and bushes
been planteth 142 acres connectirtge Big
Woods, east of the Interpretive Prairie, with
remnant woodland at West Wilson
Street and Kirk Road.

Fermilab

Around the Fermilab Site

Bird and Butterfly News
For the latest on bird sightings, d&&p://www.fnal.gov/ecology/wildlife/diary.shtml

Tom Petersospotlights a Butterfly

One of the more common butterflies this spring has been the Red Admiral.
Red Admirals and many other butterfly species experience largetoygear
population fluctuations.This is definitely a boom year for Red Admiral§hey £
are strong fliers which migrate like monarch butterflies, but in a less highly o
ganized fashion.Rather than "migration” one might call it more of a seaso
dispersal north in the spring and south in the @dterpillars feed on nettles o o
all sorts, but unlike many butterflies, the adults don't seem to stay around th @ '
erpillar host plant. Red admirals may be found in city yards, and | often see ti
flying in the last sunny spots in the evening before sunset. Like their close relaed Admiral - T. Peterson
tives, painted ladies, they are strong fliers and move around quite freely, whichhg Red Admiral has a typical
why they are a common city yard butterfly. wing span of 2 inches.

More on Invasives; Ryan Campbell, Consulting Restoration Ecologist, Fermilab

This summer at Fermilab, with the hiring of interns Kevin Sheehan & Mike Beck, we have started a hew sun
mer weed management program. The two positions were created twhelg invasive specidn the natural
areas of Fermilab. In the past, we have been able to control some invasive plants (Teasel, Purple Loosest
Giant Reed Grass) but never had the resources for others (White, & Yellow Sweet Clover,

Spotted Knapweed, Crown Vetch, Reed Canary Grass). The internships were spet |

funded to target the control of these nasty exotics which outcompete native plants and 1\ Fermilab
decrease the plant & ecosystem diversity. Thanks to the understanding of Fermilab, wit \|/Natural
possible help from an FNA grant, this program can get traction and our natural areas /

can thrive even more!
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